
 
 
Bill S.9: An Act Creating a Next-Generation Roadmap for Massachusetts Climate Policy 

Joining in solidarity with many other Massachusetts climate activists, 350 Central Mass welcomed the 
January 4th passage of S.2995 as a vital first step on the path toward a safe climate. As individuals and as 
an organization, we contacted Governor Baker urging him to sign the bill. Unfortunately, the governor 
decided to veto the bill as the 2019-2020 legislative session ended.   

When the new session began, the legislature again passed identical legislation, now called S.9, and sent 
it to the governor on January 28th.  On February 8th, the governor sent the bill back to the legislature 
with requested amendments which generally weaken the bill, especially in the areas of interim 
emissions reduction goals and the net zero stretch code.  

We commend the legislators who crafted this legislation and thank them for their vision and leadership.  
We urge the legislature to resist all efforts to weaken S.9.  The legislature should reject the amendments 
and override any ensuing veto. 

While the governor’s proposed environmental justice language is good, all his other proposals water 
down the bill’s current provisions. We fear that opening up the amendment process will only end up 
weakening the entire bill. We urge the Senate and House to get the original bill on the books and 
address any outstanding issues in subsequent separate legislation. 

Positive provisions of the original bill include: 

• Net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 

• Reducing emissions 85% below 1990 levels by 2050 with interim reduction targets of 50% by 
2030 and 75% by 2040 

• Annual 3% increases in the electric power sector’s Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard (RPS) 
from 2025-2029 to achieve a total of 40% renewable energy by 2030. 

• Other requirements include: 
o Utilities must purchase 75% more offshore wind power 
o Municipal utilities must meet the 2050 goal 
o Phasing in a net-zero stretch code for new construction 
o Enhanced energy-efficiency standards for appliances 
o Increased regulation of the natural gas sector 

The bill also sets specific goals for other economic sectors including transportation, commercial HVAC, 
residential HVAC, and industry. 

S.9 prioritizes environmental justice, recognizing that past environmental and health costs of producing 
energy have fallen mainly on the poor and on communities of color, and that this cannot continue. 

We appreciate all of these provisions and many more. They begin to address the state’s shortcomings in 
meeting a number of goals set in the 2008 Global Warming Solutions Act.  

While essential, however, S.9 is simply a first step.  If this were 1995, S.9 would be bold and visionary 
legislation, but in 2021 it is barely adequate. The climate crisis has advanced every year, and we have 
lost critical decades. 350 Central Mass wants an immediate end to all fossil fuel projects, an even more 
rapid and just transition to 100% renewables, and a speedier timetable for achieving these goals. In 
addition, we want complete divestment from fossil fuels in recognition that this is a rogue industry that 
has lost any claim to respectability or social acceptance.  

Nonetheless, S.9 is a positive step, and the legislature should stand by it. S.9 must not be watered down, 
even if defending it requires an override of a veto.  


