
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Worcester Climate Strike Coalition Mobilizing Local Actions to Address Climate Emergency 

Partnership of community groups and individuals organizing actions culminating with Sept. 20 National 

Youth Climate Strike and Sept. 27 Global Climate Strike 

Contacts: Charlene DiCalogero    Ken McDonnell 
857-540-1183      774-364-4965 
cdicalog@gmail.com     klmcdonn@gmail.com 
 
WORCESTER, MA – August 28, 2019 – The Worcester Climate Strike Coalition (WCSC), a broad-based 
partnership of local climate-action groups and concerned citizens, is spearheading Worcester-area 
efforts to inform, educate, and organize the public and government officials to take action to reverse 
the climate emergency facing all life on earth. WCSC actions, including marches, rallies, teach-ins, films, 
and more, will take place throughout September, leading up to and beyond the national Youth Strike on 
Sept. 20 and global Climate Strike on Sept. 27 at Worcester City Hall. The goal of these actions is to 
temporarily suspend business-as-usual to demand action on climate change. See below for a calendar of 
planned actions.   
 
“Each of us, our communities, and our very way of life face an unprecedented global climate 

emergency,” said Errica Saunders, of Worcester, who serves as WCSC facilitator and coordinator of 

350centralmass.org, the lead member of WCSC. “If you breathe oxygen, eat food, or drink water, you 

are 100% dependent on a healthy, fully functioning, living planet. We are working collaboratively to 

emphatically sound the alarm and mobilize government, community, and individual action to reverse 

the tide of this existential crisis.” 

“There is no Planet B,” said Andrew Etheridge, a student at Worcester State University. “We must 

defend our one home planet and build a just and sustainable world that works for everyone in this and 

future generations.”  

WCSC demands that local, state, and national government officials tell the truth about climate change 

and enact positive climate policy, pass laws to reduce carbon emissions to net zero by 2030, and lead a 

just transition to a zero-carbon world that protects the planet and all people.  

Scientists tell us that Earth’s life-support systems are at risk of collapse as a result of human actions. Our 

political-economic system relies on burning fossil fuels, an addiction that is creating dangerous climate 

disruption. Treating Earth as a resource to exploit instead of a fragile home to cherish is causing 

degraded land and oceans, a toxic environment, water and food crises, and the sixth mass extinction of 

the past half-billion years. 

It has been 30 years since scientists sounded the alarm about catastrophic climate change. In that time, 

human actions have increased greenhouse gas emissions – particularly carbon dioxide – by 60%, and the 

problem is worsening. The outcome includes massive wildfires, dangerous heat waves, devastating 

droughts, destructive floods, severe storms, melting glaciers, the threat of widespread species 

extinction, and other desolation. 

WCSC welcomes all individuals and local community organizations wanting to join in aggressively 

working to address the climate emergency. Currently, these organizations are CMSC partners: 

mailto:cdicalog@gmail.com
mailto:klmcdonn@gmail.com
hppt://www.350centralmass.org/


350centralmass.org, Climate Action Circle, Democratic Socialists of America, Extinction Rebellion 

Massachusetts, Green-Rainbow Party of Massachusetts, Central Mass Green-Rainbow Party, Mothers 

Out Front, Renewable Energy Worcester, Sunrise Movement, and others. 

 

Worcester Climate Strike Coalition (WCSC) Upcoming Events/Actions 

Climate Emergency Bike Ride 
Aug. 30, 6 PM   
Starting at Worcester Common, Worcester, MA 01608 
 
Climate Emergency Die-In 
Sept. 6, 12 PM 
Worcester City Hall, 455 Main St., Worcester, MA 01608 
 
Mock Climate Funeral 
Sept. 13, 12 PM 
Worcester City Hall  
 
Worcester City Council Climate Emergency Declaration 
Sept. 17, 5:45 PM 
Rally at Worcester City Hall 
 
National Youth Climate Strike 
Sept. 20, 9:30 AM 
Marches from local college campuses to rally at Worcester City Hall 
 
Global Climate Strike 
Sept. 27, 12 PM 
Meet at Lincoln Square for march and rally at Worcester City Hall 
 
More information at www.350centralmass.org/climate-strike-2019 
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