
Pursue a Just and Sustainable Transition 
 
Demanding Fairness for All 
 
“Just and sustainable transition” is a principle, a process, and a practice that suggests a healthy 
economy and a clean environment can and should co-exist. The process for achieving this vision 
should be a fair one that must not cost workers or community residents their health, environment, 
jobs, or economic assets. Any losses should be fairly compensated. It means that the people who are 
most affected by pollution – frontline workers and fenceline communities – should be in the 
leadership of crafting policy solutions. Communities and workers that have suffered from unsafe 
workplaces and environments must be helped to transition to healthy, viable communities with 
sustainable economies. 
 
The world has witnessed many transitions in the past, from automation to the decline or relocation 
of entire industries. Unfortunately, some governments, businesses, workers, and communities have 
a tendency to protect the status quo, in the hope of saving jobs and livelihoods. History shows, 
however, that prolonging the lifetime of declining industries often leads to subsidies, higher costs 
for worker retraining and unemployment, health and environmental costs, and missed opportunities 
for the diversification of an economy.  
 
The fossil fuel industry exemplifies how the intransigence of its players to accept progressive change 
has created an existential threat to life on earth and economic decline in communities in which it 
operates. Big Oil continues to deny the science of climate change, lobby for government subsidies, 
build bigger and more dangerous pipelines, exploit oil extraction from public lands, employ 
disastrous techniques like fracking, and avoid advanced strategies that would help save us from the 
worst effects of the climate crisis. The industry’s addiction to greed and the status quo – even in the 
face of declining profits – must be resisted for the sake of all peoples, their communities, cultures, 
and the flora and fauna we so treasure.  
 
Capitalism has forced many communities to sacrifice culture and tradition for economic survival. It 
has also defaced and destroyed land held as sacred. Creating a just and sustainable transition must 
include opportunities for all traditions and cultures to flourish, recognizing them as integral to a 
healthy and vibrant economy. It should also make reparations for land that has been stolen and/or 
destroyed by capitalism, colonialism, patriarchy, genocide, and slavery. 
  
Many countries are already transitioning to low-carbon energy, and this transition is creating secure, 
good-paying jobs. In the United States, nearly 335,000 people work in the solar industry and more 
than 111,000 work in the wind industry, compared to 211,000 working in coal mining or other fossil-
fuel extraction.   
 
The Paris Agreement 
 
Worldwide, 197 nations have signed on to the Paris Agreement, which came into force on November 
4, 2016. These nations committed to an aspirational goal of holding global temperature rise to well 
below 2° Celsius above pre-industrial levels and cutting net greenhouse gas emissions to zero in the 
second half of this century. 
  
The Agreement is a tool to bring clean energy jobs to America, foster U.S. global leadership, and 
keep our planet livable. As such, Paris emphasizes the principal of a just transition, a process based 
on dialogue and a shared agenda among workers, industry, and government negotiated and 
implemented in its geographical, political, cultural, and social contexts.  
 
Unfortunately, Donald Trump took a disastrous step backwards when he put the U.S. on the path to 

canceling its membership as a signatory to the Agreement. On the first day of his presidency, 

https://earthjustice.org/news/press/2016/paris-climate-agreement-enters-into-force-four-years-early


President Biden reversed Trump’s order, restoring U.S. climate leadership on the world stage. This is 

one of the President’s Executive Orders that take aggressive action to tackle climate change and 

immediately review Trump’s harmful rollbacks of standards that protect our air, water, communities, 

and jobs. 

The Paris Agreement includes measures to ensure a just and sustainable transition to a low-carbon 

future and ensure equitable treatment of all peoples, particularly those most vulnerable to the 

change – low-income, disadvantaged, and Black, Brown, and Indigenous communities. Such a just 

transition is essential to produce the broad and sustainable political consensus necessary to make 

climate-protection policy work.   

A Green New Deal 
  
In February 2019, U.S. Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (NY), and Senator Edward Markey 
(MA), introduced the Green New Deal (GND) resolution in Congress. The GND includes seven goals: 
 
1. Shift 100% of national power generation to renewable sources. 
2. Build a national energy-efficient "smart" grid. 
3. Upgrade all buildings to become energy efficient. 
4. Decarbonize manufacturing and agricultural industries. 
5. Decarbonize, repair, and upgrade the nation's infrastructure, especially transportation. 
6. Fund massive investment in the drawdown and capture of greenhouse gases. 
7. Adopting these goals would make "green" technology, industry, expertise, products, and 

services a major U.S. export. As a result, America could become an international leader in 
helping other countries transition to completely carbon-neutral economies. 

 
Similar to the Paris Agreement, the GND emphasizes the fundamental commitment to make this 
historic transition roadmap fair and equitable to all groups, particularly Black, Brown, and Indigenous 
communities, where historically the fossil fuel industry has located its unhealthy infrastructure – oil 
and gas fields, coal mines, refineries, pipelines, and much more.   
 
Fundamental Rights  
  
Everyone has a fundamental human right to clean air, water, land, and food in their workplaces, 
homes, and environments. There is no contradiction among simultaneously creating sustainable 
development, nurturing a healthy economy, and maintaining a clean and safe environment. 
 
Because restructuring of environmental, health and labor laws, and corporate globalization knows 
no borders, solutions call for local, regional, national, and global solidarity. The costs of achieving 
sustainable development, a healthy economy and clean environment should not be borne by current 
or future victims of environmental and economic injustices and unfair free-trade policies. Workers 
and community residents must have the right to challenge any entity that commits economic and/or 
environmental injustices, including governments, the military, corporations, and international bodies.   
 
We must build visionary economy that is very different than the one in which we now exist. This 
requires ending the bad while building the new. We must adopt initiatives that shift from dirty 
energy to energy democracy, from funding highways to expanding public transit, from building 
incinerators and landfills to achieving zero waste, from industrialized food systems to food 
sovereignty, from gentrification to community land rights, from military violence to peaceful 
resolution, and from rampant destructive development to ecosystem restoration. Workers and 
communities must have control over the decisions that affect their daily lives.  
 
350 Central Mass urgently supports a just and equitable transition to a clean economy and a bright 
future for all. Join us in this struggle! 
 

https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hres109/BILLS-116hres109ih.pdf
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